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Issue No. 6

Col. Joseph Martin, commander, 2nd HBCT, 1st Inf. Div., MND-B, hands out pen-
cils May 11 to Iraqi children in the Hurriyah neighborhood. Iragi children in the Hurri-
yah neighborhood of northwest Baghdad.

Baghdad neighborhood responds to
the positive efforts of the ‘Daggers’

By SGT Dustin Roberts
2nd HBCT PAO, 1ST INF. DIV., MND-B

BAGHDAD - In the past year, a
neighborhood in northwest Baghdad has
overcome sectatrian violence and seen vast
improvements in security, essential ser-
vices and civil capacity.

The Iraqi media saw first-hand May
11 that, through partnership with the local
government, Iraqi security forces and the
1st Combined Arms Battalion, 18th In-
fantry Regiment, 2nd Heavy Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
citizens of the Hurriyah neighborhood of
northwest Baghdad are witnessing an
improvement in their community.

In a walk-through of a busy market
street, various Iraqi television stations met
with civic, tribal and security leaders, as
well as 2nd HBCT leaders, and saw a
cleaner environment and thriving shops.

“We’re trying to show the people of

Hurriyah, the people who live outside of

Hurriyah and throughout Baghdad, the

security, civic and essential service im-

provements in Hurriyah,” said Capt. Na-
than Williams, a native of Raleigh, N.C,,
and commander of Company A, 1st Bn,,
18th Inf. Regt.

“There are a lot of misconceptions
out there that the area hasn’t been pros-
pering recently. We’re trying to spread the
word that things have improved so people
can come back to Hurriyah.”

Because the word came from the
neighborhood’s leaders and the local me-
dia, it is likely the people of Iraq will find
Hurriyah’s improvements more credible.

Williams added that the population of
Hurriyah also sees street sweepers clean-
ing up trash and much of the sewage
from the past has been removed.

— MORE —

Fort Riley:
Proud Home of the
Big Red One
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Actor and musician Gary Sinise and his Lt. Dan Band provided a welcome
home concert on May 8 for Fort Riley troops recently returned from deploy-
ments in Iraq. The name of the band recalls Mr. Sinise’s role in the award-

winning 1994 film “Forrest Gump.”

Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan
Band plays for troops at Airfield

By Paula Nardella
Staff Writer, 1st Infantry Division Post

On May 8, Soldiers, Family
members and civilians got a
chance to rock out for free with
Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band
at Marshall Army Airfield.

“I think it’s very, very impor-
tant that we do everything we can
to support our troops and let
them know, and their Families
know, that we care about them,
and we appreciate what they're
doing,” said Gary Sinise, frontman
and bass player for the group.

The concert was sponsored by
TriWest Healthcare Alliance. The
11-member band performed
songs from a vatiety of different
bands and musicians.

To show support for the Com-
bat Aviation Brigade and 1st Sus-
tainment Brigade Soldiers who

recently returned from deploy-
ments to Iraq, a place right in
front of the stage was roped off
for them and their Families.

The fans told the band their
tirst show at Fort Riley was a suc-
cess in the form of cheers,
screams, whistles and shouts,
which coaxed the band back out
on stage for a four-song encore.

At the conclusion of the per-
formance, Sinise accepted a gift
on behalf of the band from Maj.
Gen. Vincent K. Brooks, com-
manding general of the 1st Infan-
try Division and Fort Riley.

For more information on the
band, visit www.ltdanband.com.

— MORE —
Fort Riley: Home

of the Big Red
One



Purple Heart awarded to
wounded WTB Soldier

Sgt. Jerad Gough of Idaho
survived head injuries and
looks to return to duty

By Nikia Simon
IACH Marketing Specialist

A Warrior Transition Battalion Sol-
dier received a Purple Heart May 5 at
the WTIB town hall meeting. Col. How-
ard “Lee” Merritt and Sgt. Maj. Timothy
Ricks of the WTIB presented Sgt. Jerad
Gough with the Purple Heart.

Originally from Gooding, Idaho,
Gough was assigned to Fort Riley for
his second deployment. Gough suffered
head injuries in a roadside attack Dec.
14, 2008, in Iraq while serving with the
5th Squadron, 4th Calvary Regiment,
2nd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Infantry Division.

Gough and three other Soldiers were
struck by roadside grenades and enemy
small arms fire. “We pushed through
the kill zone to assess our injuries and
triage ourselves,” Gough recalled.
“Luckily one of the wounded Soldiers

was a medic and despite his injures was
able to prioritize emergency treatment
for the rest of us,” Gough said, adding
he felt fortunate they escaped with limbs
intact.

Gough said he plans to reintegrate
back into his unit and continue his ca-
reer as an infantry mortarman in June.
For now he is recovering with the WTB.

The Purple Heart is a combat deco-
ration awarded to members of the
armed forces who were wounded or
killed while protecting the U.S. and de-
fending its freedoms. As he received
the award, Gough said, “This was not an
award I aspired to receive, but it is nice
to be a part of the Purple Heart Society
(association).”

1st Infantry Division

No Mission
Too Difficult,
No Sacrifice

Too Great.

Duty First!

* Al numbers are approximate Mar. 2009 | Apr. 2009 | May 2009
1st Infantry Division military personnel 15,766 15,910 15,798
assigned to Fort Riley, KS (not including

Military Transition Team personnel)

Active Duty Soldiers Deployed Overseas 4,408 4,193 4,224
(Not including deployed Military Transition

Teams)

1st Infantry Division military personnel 56 56 57
assigned to the Nebraska location

Military Transition Team Members assigned 644 906 962
to Fort Riley

Total Military Transition Team Members 4,456 4,554 4,424
deployed

Activated Reservists working on Fort Riley 204 204 211




JUNE 3

— 9 am. 1015t BSB
Change of Command Cere-
mony. Custer Hill Parade
Field, Fort Riley. The public
is invited.

JUNE 3

— 10 a.m. Irwin Army
Community Hospital Infor-
mational Tour. Please see
item on page 3 of this news-
letter for more information.

JUNE 4

— 7 p.m. “1stID Day.”
Junction City Generals vs
the Topeka Golden Gi-
ants at Rathert Stadinm
at 13th and Calhoun in
Junction City. Featured is

JUNE 5

— 9 a.m. United States
Army Garrison Change of
Command Ceremony, Ware
Parade Field in front of Bldg
500.

JUNE 6

— 4:30 p.m. Junction City
Block Party at the C.L.
Hoover Opera House. (See
Page 5).

JUNE 5-7
— 65th Anniversary of the
D-Day Invasion. Eisen-

hower Musenm and Library,
Abilene. (See Page 2).

JUNE 7

— 7 pm. “2nd/ 11D
Day.” Junction City Gen-
erals vs Mac 'n Seitz at
Rathert Stadinm at 13th
and Calhoun in Junction

Ciy.

JUNE 10

— 9 am. 1-16th Inf.
Change of Command Cere-
mony. Custer Hill Parade
Field. The public is invited.

JUNE 11

— 9 a.m. Army Birthday
Ceremony. at the US Cav-
alry Musenm on Fort Riley.
The public is invited.

JUNE 12-15
— Training Holiday for
the First Infantry Divi-

sion.

JUNE 20

— 10 a.m. Manbattan
Juneteenth Celebration fea-
turing the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion Marching Band and the
Commanding General’s
Mounted Color Guard.
Downtown Manbattan.

JUNE 21

— 10 am— 2 p.m. Fa-
thers Day BBQ Brunch at
the Riley’s Conference Cen-
ter. Indoor and Outdoor

seating available. Adults
13.95 and children 6.95.

Call (785) 784-1000 for
more information.

JUNE 24

— 9 a.m. Monthly Re-
tirement Ceremony. The
public is welcome to join
Soldiers Family and
Friends in congratulating
new Army retirees on a
great accomplishment.

Bldg 580.

JUNE 25

— 7:30 a.m. Junction
City Military Affairs
Conncil Breakfast at the
Junction City Marriott at
310 Hammons Dr.
Guest Speaker is Col Jeff
Jobnson, MEDDAC

commander.

JULY 1-5

— Sundown Salute. A
five-day celebration of our
nation’s independence held
in Junction City and fea-
turing assets and support
from Fort Riley and the
15t Infantry Division.

www.sundownsalute.org

JULY 4

— 12 p.m. Independence
Day Wreath-Laying at
the Viietnam 1V eterans

(Continued on Page 5)



Junction City block party at C.L. Hoover Opera House

The staff of the C.L.
Hoover Opera House in
Junction City will have
their first unveiling of the
2009-2010  performance
season. This year’s party
will feature a block party
located directly outside of
the opera house on the 600
block of North Jefferson
Street.

The festivities will be
on Saturday, June 6 begin-
ning with a cash bar and
social time at 4:30 p.m.
complete with background

music provided by Manhat-
tan area reggae band,
Muziezie.

A buffet dinner will be
available beginning at 5
p.m. Dinner, catered by
Negril Caribbean, will con-
sist of jerk chicken, curry
chicken, rice, hamburgers
and hot dogs. Cost is $6
pet petson.

Beginning at 6 p.m. the
new season lineup will be
unveiled. The second sea-
son of the opera house will
consist of 25 different
shows. The season will
consist of programming
suitable for preschool kids,
adults and all in between.
Shows will consist of all
types of music from or-

chestral and jazz to rock
and country. The second
season also will host travel-
ing theater shows for
young and old, the return
of stand up comedy and
the beginning of the opera
house’s relationship with
independent films. Finish-
ing out the block party,
opera house staff will raffle
off two tickets to the sea-
son opening performance
by the country band
“Confederate Railroad.”
The evening will con-
clude with a jazz concert in
the theater featuring
“Michael T. Brown and

Friends.” Brown is a local
firefighter and performing
jazz musician. His eight-
piece jazz group will fea-
ture local jazz musicians,
Kansas State University
faculty members and Kan-
sas City area jazz perform-
ers. Tickets for the concert
will be $10 and will be
available at the door or by
calling 785-238-3103. All
tickets will be available
through the opera house
prior to June 6 and on the
day of the party and con-
cert. For more information,
call (785) 238-3103 or stop
by 135 W. Seventh St.

Memorial in Junction City by representa-
tives of Fort Riley and the 1st Infantry
Division.

JULY 3-6
— Training Holiday for the First Infan-
try Division.

JULY 8

— 10 a.m. Community Partnership
Conference at the Riley Conference Cen-
ter. The topic is healtheare. There are no
CPCs scheduled for June or August.

JULY 16

— 7 p.m. “DHHB and 97th Military
Police Day.” Junction City Generals vs.
the Beatrice Bruins at Rathert Stadinm
at 13th and Calhoun in Junction City.

JULY 22
— 9 a.m. Monthly Retirement Cere-

mony for all new Army retirees Bldg
580.

JULY 23

— 7:30 a.m. Junction City Military
Affairs Council Breakfast at the Junc-
tion City Marriott at 310 Hammons
Dr. Guest Speaker TBD.

JULY 23

— 7:30 p.m. Kaw Valley Rodeo Mili-
tary Appreciation Night, featuring the
Commanding General’s Mounted Color
Guard. Riley County Fairgrounds,
CiCo Park , at the intersection of
Wreath and Kimball n Manhattan.

JULY 23-24

— 7 p.m. “CAB Brigade Day.” Junc-
tion City Generals vs. the Liberal Bee
Jays at Rathert Stadium at 13th and
Calhoun in Junction City.

JULY 29-AUG 1
— 5 p.m. Central Kansas Free Fair
Parade & Wild Bill Rodeo in Abilene,

featuring the Commanding General’s
Mounted Color Guard. 1V arious loca-

5

tions. Please see the following website for
more information:
www.wildbillhickokrodeo.com

Long-range

schedule and information

— Aug. 4 at Ya.m. 1001 Military
Police Bn (CID) Change of Command
Ceremony at the Cavalyy Parade Field.
The public is welcome.

— Aung. 6-9. Training Holiday for the
First Infantry Division.

— Aung. 8-9 at 1 p.m. Kansas City
Royals Salute to Uniformed Heroes Day
at Kaufman Stadinm. Royals vs. the
Oakland Athletics.

— Aug. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 15t Infantry
Division Band Jazgz Spectacular. C.L.
Hoover Opera House, 135 W. 7th St.
in Junction City.



